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Summer musical is a blast

PHOTO COURTESY LANGSTON HUGHES CULTURAL ARTS CENTER

Above, youth rehearse a dance number for The Langston Hughes Cultural Arts Center summer
production “Grease: The Way We Do It!” The annual summer musical event showcases youth from all
over Seattle in traditional musicals with a unique twist. Matinees are at 1 p.m. on Aug. 19 and 20 and
cost $1. Call 206-684-4757. Evening performances are at 7 p.m. on Aug. 20 and 21 and cost $5. As
always, the show is performed at the Paramount Theater. The box office is located at 911 Pine St.

BY CHARLES REDELL

Voice editor

In response to a plan proposed by the Bush administration to cut
funding to the Section 8 housing program, the Seattle City Council
unanimously passed a resolution that opposes those reductions. Prior
to voting on the resolution, City Council member Tom Rasmussen
convened a special round-table discussion on the issue. Approximately
150 people showed up for the midday meeting in the Council’s chambers.

Councilman Nick Licata - who sits on the Housing, Human Services
and Health Committee chaired by Rasmussen - spoke on the City
Council’s history of supporting Section 8 and the need to keep
discussing it.

“Being here today is good to educate us … and lets the Congress
know that this city and our citizens will not stand for the kinds of
inhumane cuts that are being proposed,” he said.

Tom Tierney and Stephen Norman, the executive directors of the
Seattle and the King County Housing Authorities, sat on the panel
convened by Rasmussen. They outlined the issue and discussed the
impact the cuts to the Section 8 program could have on their residents.

Combined, the two housing authorities are responsible for more
than 15,000 Housing Choice (Section 8) Vouchers. Tierney noted that
thanks to SHA’s status as a Moving to Work housing authority, most
of the agency’s vouchers are probably protected from the 2004 cuts
and projected 2005 cuts. However, he said that if cuts continue at this

City Council
opposes funding
cuts to Section 8

Please see “No one likes ...” on page 3

BY CLAUDE IOSSO

King County Housing Authority

When one of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development’s top officials
came to King County to promote a new
homeownership initiative, he chose to
highlight the success of residents from
Youngs Lake Commons, a 27-unit family
development in the Renton area.

Top HUD official praises Youngs Lake

When people express doubt about
HUD’s controversial American Dream
Downpayment Initiative, Assistant
Secretary of Indian and Public Housing
Michael Liu said he tells them about Youngs
Lake.

“People ask if we really can help public
housing residents to become homebuyers,”
Liu said during a June 29 visit to Vantage
Glen, a King County Housing Authority

manufactured home community outside
Renton, just up the street from Youngs Lake.
“You not only can do it. It’s already been
done. Thirty-five residents from Youngs
Lake have found homes. That’s amazing.”

Youngs Lake has been a special
community reserved for residents working
or taking classes and prepared to find private
housing within three years. Since 1997, a
YWCA employment specialist has provided
intensive, on-site counseling and
supervision, including help with job
searches, financial planning, budgeting and
homeownership assistance programs.

Photographs of former Youngs Lake
families who graduated to homeownership
were on display at the event. One current
Youngs Lake couple, Roman and Lyudmila
Ben, came to the event and Lyudmila spoke
happily of their experience and progress
toward self-sufficiency.

While KCHA has been forced to
discontinue the Youngs Lake program due
to its high cost and reduced federal funding,
homeownership continues to be a priority.
Under a new program funded through a
Resident Opportunities and Self Sufficiency
(ROSS) grant, public housing residents can
receive homeownership counseling and
purchase support from a partnership of

KCHA community cited as success story for
federal homebuying initiative

Please see “KCHA is hub  ...” on page 2

The Tenants Union is organizing a rally at noon on Aug. 3 at
the Federal building in downtown Seattle to demand that cuts to
Section 8 be rescinded. For more information call 206-723-0500.

“If you can’t expect me to raise a
little hell over Section 8, you ought to
find someone else to represent you
at SHA.”

Seattle Housing Authority
Executive Director, Tom Tierney

From“City Council opposes
funding cuts to Section 8”

on page 1
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One to grow on
Garden tips for community gardeners

rate, they are expected to equal about 30
percent of his agency’s budget by 2009.

Housing authorities that are facing these
cuts are left with three options Tierney said.
He finds none of them to be acceptable.

First, housing authorities could cut back
on allowable rents which would limit the
latitude people have when choosing where
to live and would have the end result of
concentrating poverty in certain areas.

Next, he said that if cuts pass in 2005,
those costs can be spread out nationwide.
This would increase the rents for all families
in the country by an average of $70 a month.

“There are not many low-income people
who can spend another $70 a month on
housing,” he said.

Finally, Tierney said that the number of
people in the Section 8 program could be
cut in order to save money.

“I’ve stopped trying to think about that
because it is just too depressing,” he said.

Norman continued the same theme when
he told the crowd that KCHA administers
8,200 household vouchers for 21,000 people,
10,000 of whom are children. He pointed out
that the cuts could result in KCHA having
to remove 800 households from Section 8
by the end of 2005 and up to 2,500 by 2009.

“This is very much a significant system,”
he said. “Section 8 is a critical piece of the
safety net.”

A major theme of the day’s meeting was
making sure residents and other citizens
stay involved in the fight to save Section 8.

Siobahn Ring, the executive director of

the Tenants Union, a Washington advocacy
group, was specifically asked to address
the topic in her presentation. She said that
it is important to support elected
representatives who support this cause by
thanking them for their support. People also
need to make their displeasure over the cuts
heard at the highest levels of government.

“Put your bodies and your voices out
there to show your support for the Section
8 program,” she told the crowd.

During the public comment period,
members of the audience stood up to voice
their support for Section 8 and the elected
representatives fighting to save it.

“I’m scared of what’s going to happen,”
said Mary Monroe, a disabled recipient of
Section 8 assistance since 1991. “Without
this, we will all be out on the street.”

Gloria Owens, another holder of a Section
8 voucher was in tears as she spoke. “I can’t
tell you how much it means to people that
council members make this a priority,” she
said. “Please don’t give up on us.”

Jim Joelson, a former president of The
Advocates, an organization that
represented the interests of residents of the
Seattle Senior Housing Program, asked
Norman and Tierney how hard they were
willing to fight to save Section 8.

“I’ve been in affordable housing too long
to start throwing people out now,” Norman
said.

“If you can’t expect me to raise a little
hell over Section 8, you ought to find
someone else to represent you at SHA,”
Tierney told the crowd.

No one likes options
for Section 8 program

BY ANZA MUENCHOW

Special to the Voice

The bountiful summer harvest is truly
here. To maximize food production from each
plant, be sure to pick your crops and not let
them sit on the vines or stalks too long.
Letting these fruiting parts stay on the
plants will tell the plant that it has completed
its job and doesn’t need to produce any
more fruit this season. So always pick off
the old beans and squashes, even if they
are chewed on by slugs or bugs.

Chop up unwanted or unusable crops
and put them in your compost so they can
become a rich fall mulch.

Speaking of compost, it is very important
to water your compost as often as you do
your soil. It should be as damp as a wrung
out sponge. You may need to cover your
compost pile with a plastic sheet to hold in
the moisture.

If you have some space in your garden
this month, try planting some of the cool-
season crops. Try planting snap peas,
spinach or bok choy this month and you’ll
have some delicious harvests in October. If
the peas don’t produce pods by fall, you
can enjoy picking the pea vines for salads
or stir fry.

A physical barrier used to protect crops
- called a floating row cover - spread over

your newly seeded beds will help control
moisture and protect new sprouts from birds
eating your seedlings.

In the midst of our growing season, it is
impressive what a big selection of fruits and
vegetables we have here in the Pacific
Northwest. A trip to any neighborhood
farmers market is a delightful experience to
see all that our climate has to offer.
Remember that many vendors at these
markets sell slightly damaged fruits and
vegetables for a lot less then the “perfect”
specimens and they taste just as good.

While enjoying this season’s bounty,
take time to reflect on where your produce
is coming from because having a healthy
diet keeps the whole family healthy.

I recently saw a free brochure from Farm
Aid called “10 Ways to Ensure Healthy
Food for You and Your Family.” Healthy
food is more then the visual appeal of the
produce; it includes eating foods
appropriate for the season, supporting local
sustainable agricultural practices and
having healthy soil. To get a free copy of
the brochure, call toll-free, 1-800-FARMAID
or send an e-mail with your name and mailing
address to memberservices@farmaid.org.

Happy eating this month. Write to me at
The Voice, 905 Spruce St. Seattle, WA 98104
or e-mail me at anzam@msn.com to request
particular gardening information or recipes.

Continued from Page 1

BY DANIELLE EIDENBERG-NOPPE

Special to the Voice

The first day of school is approaching
and many parents are starting to wonder
what starting school means for them and
their children.

These are questions all parents face
before their first child enters kindergarten.
For families new to the United States, the
questions and concerns multiply: Who will
understand and answer my questions? As
my child moves into their new life as a
kindergarten student, will they move away
from our native culture, language and family?
For 15 families from eight countries whose
children will be entering kindergarten at
Bailey Gatzert in the fall, the answers to these
questions are becoming clearer.

With support from the City of Seattle’s
Office of Human Services, Neighborhood
House is offering an 8-week Kindergarten
Transition program for children and their
parents. Children attend the Getting Ready
for Kindergarten program at Bailey Gatzert
Elementary School four mornings a week.
As the children (a few of whom have never
attended preschool before) explore a
classroom rich with literacy, science and art
activities, it is clear that they are building
relationships with one another, a love for
their teachers and a comfort with school.

Their families also attend a series of eight
family nights as part of the transition
program. Culturally representative meals are
served and followed by parent discussions
facilitated by educators and interpreters
around issues of kindergarten readiness

Learning how to start school

and school involvement. Following the
parent discussion, teachers facilitate parent-
guided, child-centered literacy activities
such as reader’s theater, puppet making,
book making and games. Activities are
associated with books the children have
used throughout each week. Parents are
each given copies of the weekly book and
non-English speaking parents are
encouraged to use their home language in
discussing the books with their children.

During one Family Night, Bailey Gatzert’s
principal, Norma Zavala, met families to
discuss ways parents can get involved at
school and to address some of the parents’
questions about starting kindergarten.

An audible sigh of relief was heard
among the parents as Zavala described her
own memory of the fear and pride she felt
as she dropped off her first child on the first
day of kindergarten. Later in the program,
all four kindergarten teachers met the
families and took students and parents on
tours of their classrooms. In September,  the
kindergarten teachers will meet with each
family individually over the course of the
first week of school – and will begin with
their whole class in the second week.

Hopefully this gentle transition into the
new world of school will serve to support
children’s academic achievement through
their families’ involvement in the school
community. In what we hope can be a model
for other programs, the Getting Ready for
Kindergarten program is one of the ways
Neighborhood House and the City of Seattle
are helping all children receive an equal and
quality education.

This mother and her
children learned the
kindergarten ropes
this summer through
the Neighborhood
House Health
Nutrition and
Education Project.
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A smooth start to school

• Read to your child daily in your primary
language or in English. Reading books in
your primary language is a valuable way
to build language and literacy skills.
• Call your child’s school in August to
set up a meeting with their teacher. Bring
your child in to spend a few minutes with
the teacher. When your child arrives in
class on the first day of school they will
know the teacher recognizes them.
• Help your child get plenty of sleep start-
ing at least a week before school starts.
• Help your child eat a healthy breakfast
before school each day.
• Give your child plenty of time to get
ready for school in the morning by laying
their clothes out the night before.
• Pack fun, healthy lunches and include
notes that remind them that you are think-
ing of them while they are at school.
• If your child will be taking a school bus,
introduce yourselves to the bus driver on

the first day so  your child feels safe with
the adult responsible for them during the
ride to and from school each day.
• If possible, follow your child’s bus to
school in your car on the first day so that
you can greet your child and walk them to
their classroom from their bus stop.
• Make a plan with your child and the
bus driver about what should happen if
you are unable to get to their bus stop to
pick them up at the end of the day.
• Greet your child at the end of the day
with enthusiasm. Ask specific questions
about the day.
• Give your child time to talk about any
concerns they may have about the new
world of school as the weeks progress.
• Talk with your child’s teacher if  your
child is still unsettled after a month at
school. Staying in close communication
with the teacher and other adults at
school is a great way to help your child
feel secure.

There is a lot to do before school starts in September. At the top of every parent’s
list is to get the kids enrolled at school. If you live in Seattle, the Seattle Public
Schools’ Enrollment Centers open on Aug. 9. If you have recently moved, want to
change your child’s school or still need to enroll your child, these centers are the
place for you. Call 206-252-0410  to find out what to bring and where to go.  Some
ideas that you can use to ease the transition to school life include:

Get ready to vote
BY VOICE STAFF

The Washington state primary election
will be held on Sept. 14. Before you can
vote, you must be registered as a voter in
King County.

To register, you must be a United States
citizen and 18 years old. Once you fill out a

registration form, it must submitted within
seven days. The deadline for registering by
mail is 30 days before an election (Aug.14)
and 15 days if you do it in person. Forms
are available by calling 206-296-VOTE. More
election information will be available in next
month’s Voice.




